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Dear Parents, Carers, Students and Staff,

|l 6d |Ii ke to once again take this opport
events, opportunities and celebrations that have taken place during this very
busy third term.

Our Senior Students and families had the opportunity to join our Senior School
Information night earlier in the term, where staff from all Key Learning Areas
were able to provide information and guidance to help students make their
important subject selections as they entered their senior years of schooling.
This was followed soon after by individual Course Counselling sessions for all
students.

Yarra Hills Day was a huge success in its second year and not only builds from the early foundations, but

grows in size and stature. It was wonderful to have our students from both campuses onsite in the
carnival - like atmosphere which included some inspiring and engaging presentation from Alumni

(ex- students) from recent and previous years. Our Legacy Wall was also launched at the Mooroolbark

Campus, where plagues inscribed with the names of all members of the graduating classes since 2011

(i maugur al year as ©O6Yarra Hillsd) were affixed to the
years to recognise and celebrate those whob6ve been pa

This year 6s Col |ddegally BlandedThe Musicalh was another outstanding success and a
great opportunity for our many gifted students to showcase their respective talents in the performing

arts domain. It was a wonderful event and successfully led by our Performing Arts team, a huge
commitment but well worth it!
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Our Music program again held the annual Music Marathon, where all band members stayed for two

days, and overnight, to rehearse, practice and support each other to develop their musical talents.

This, as well as the many afternoons and other times of rehearsals, led to the recent College

Concert, held at the Karralyka Centre in Ringwood. This event, always a highlight in the school

calendar, showcased the music program, with instrumental bands, ensembles, vocal groups and

also a group of alumni, performed to a packed auditorium. This was also the 25 " year at Yarra Hills

for our acclaimed Director of Instrumental Music ORi chard Od8Tool e. Ri char do:
years are the cornerstone of our wonderful program. Thank you, Richard!

Addi tional to these | arger events were the many th
Disney themed dress up (Yr 12s) and the Year 9 Wellbeing Day. Phew!

Our sports program continued to run through a large selection of round robins and carnivals at
District, Region and State level. Well done to all students and to those staff who supported them,
including in particular our Sports Coordinator David Audesho.

Finally, as we approached the end of term our Term Three Progress Reports were released and
Parent, Student, Teacher Conferences were held. This is a great opportunity for parents and
students to seek feedback and advice as to how best to support continued or improved positive
learning outcomes at school.

Attitudes to School Survey 2025

As you may be aware, each year all students across the state are surveyed to gain feedback about a

number of significant aspects around their schooling, learning and wellbeing. The results that

become avail able, which show percentage 0O6positived,
against the following categories:

6Si mi | ar : tBeeehapeatle s@ools in the state that have the most similar demographic
profiles, ie similar parent background, socio - economic status and cultural background. This
can (and does) include schools from geographically distant areas, who are very similar in
students/families. It may not include other local schools.

o

Net wor k Sheteae kthe Secondary schools in our local network. There are six in all,
including YHSC: these are Lilydale HS, Lilydale Heights, Mooroolbark College, Healesville HS
and Upper Yarra SC

o

St aThis & obviously the data for all secondary schools across the state and is usually the
benchmark for high performance.
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So, how did we go?

I f you have a | ook at the su¥Yamrarray bHielllosw,haso u@UTP BRFC
and O6Networ kd school,sandi QUTPERRORNUED STBATHR BISbut four categories, in
which we were only marginally behind.

This is a huge achievement and definitely celebration - worthy and news - worthy. Congratulations to
all members of the school community, staff and students, who have created this wonderful
environment. Well done!

Attitudes to School Survey - Summary, 2025 E
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Kind regards,

Darren Trippett
College Principal
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Year 9 City Experience

In the last week of term 2, our Year 9 students
were out and about on an incredible City

Experience adventure A five full days of exploring,
learning, and bonding in the heart of Melbourne!

Students have immersed themselves in a mix of

history, culture, and fun:

Day 1: Kicked off with a visit to the historic Old
Melbourne Gaol, followed by thought - provoking
experiences at either Road to Zero (Melbourne
Museum) or the Shrine of Remembrance.

Day 2: A behind - the - scenes tour of the iconic MCG
gave students a glimpse into sporting greatness,
before they navigated the lively laneways and
shops at Melbourne Central (a quick switch -up
from the planned Botanical Gardens due to
Mel bourneds classic winter weather!).

Day 3: Students took in breathtaking views from the Eureka Skydeck (well, what they could see
between the rain!) and dived into rich cultural
history at the Chinese Museum in Chinatown.

Day 4: Students took part in a City Mission
activity, learning more about homelessness,
before visiting either the Shrine or Road to Zero
(depending on their earlier group).

Day 5: We wrapped up the week with a high -
energy Urban Quest fi an Amazing Race - style
team challenge through the city i followed by a
well- earned break and explore through the

vibrant Queen Victoria Market.

We're so proud of the way our students have
represented our school and embraced every
opportunity.
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Year 11 Formal

The Year 11 formal at Wyuna Chateau was an unforgett

able night filled with laughter, music, and memories that

will last a lifetime. The elegant venue, with its stunning

architecture and picturesque surroundings, set the perfect stage for a
night of celebration. Students arrived in their finest attire, looking every
bit the part of a sophisticated evening. As the night unfolded, the dance
floor came alive, and the event became a true reflection of the camaraderie
and joy that defined their year. The night was a beautiful blend of friend-
ship, fun, and the promise of many more milestones to come.
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Legally Blond JR

Our production of Legally Blonde JR. has officially taken its final bow after three

e e

fabulous performances to packed houses fi with over 300 audience members joining LEGALLY
us to bend and snap their way through the story of Elle Woods! And of course who Bl@iﬂ%

could forget the cameo performance of Basil the chihuahua, playing Bruiser!

RSPCA- PAWS Excursion

The RSPCA PAWS Program refers to RSPCA Victoria's educational program for secondary school

students, Promoting Animal Welfare with Schools. It provides students in Years 7 -10 with
firsthand experiences at the RSPCA Burwood East facility to learn about animal welfare, meet
rescued animals, and understand the RSPCA's mission to end animal cruelty. The program aims to

promote ethical considerations for animals and inspire students to become advocates for animal
welfare, with a curriculum - linked focus on empathy and social responsibility.

On August 15, 26 students from Years 9 - 12 travelled to the RSPCA for the program. They had a
tour of the adoption centre, a visit to the education barn to meet rescued farm animals, and talked

with RSPCA staff and volunteers to learn about their roles and career paths. The students learnt
about the needs of different animal groups, compared animal welfare laws for farm and
companion animals, and planned their own actions to help animals.
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Product Design

Our Year 9 Product Design Wood group has been hard
at work this term with their first foray into the
workshop. They started by learning about the design
process we follow and how we manage safety in the
workshop, before designing and building their own
wooden phone stands. It's been fantastic to see
students learning and using the different tools to
bring their ideas to life. Up next is some practice
joinery ahead of their major project next term
designing and building their own storage and
organisational system.

Year 10 to Year 11 Transition Program

Each year in term 3 our Year 10 students undertake our Year 11 transition program. This includes:

1 The Year 10 Transition Day, which includes presentations on the senior programs, a motivational
speaker, a session on interview skills, and participating in a Q&A panel with older students and adults
about educational and vocational choices.

9 The Senior School information evening, which involved a keynote presentation on senior programs
and their requirements, booths from external services and courses (such as the ADF, Headstart, Ring-
wood Training, Swinburne University), displays from the key learning areas of the VCE, and access to
expert teachers and leaders to discuss senior programs

A Course Counselling Day, where students and families meet with a course counsellor to select their
senior program and courses.

Year 10 students from Mt Evelyn came to the Mooroolbark for a fantastic, upbeat day of Year 10
students getting excited about their Year 11 (and beyond) educational and vocational journey.

OLLENS Careers Expo

S
Students had the opportunity to attend the OLLEN careers r \‘\\\\f\x
expo. Here they engaged in activities and engaged in deep b .1
discussions about the various pathway options available.
From Swinburne, the Army, Cire, Headstart, Box Hill Tafe,
Apprenticeship centres, Ringwood Training and so many
more organisations were so generous with both their time
and sharing their vast knowledge. A very productive and
informative day for all!
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Yarra Hills Day

On Tuesday August 12, we celebrated Yarra Hills Day 8 and what an incredible day it was!

Our Year 7s hosted food market stalls, offering a delicious array of treats, while students from
Years 8 to 12 brought the energy with their creative and fun - filled Carnival Games 9 including
duck fishing, basketball shootouts, face painting, caricatures and more!

Throughout the day, there was something for everyone d an inflatable obstacle course, an ever -
popular ice cream truck, a Cake Decorating Competition, and the creative showdown that is Arts

Master. Huge congratulations to Tara and Rachel, who were the winners this year in cake
decorating, and Sharnie in the Arts Master!

We also welcomed back two of our inspiring alumni, Van and Trea, during our College Assembly.
Their stories of growth, resilience and the lasting impact of their time at Yarra Hills truly
resonated with students and reminded us of the importance of our school community.

With a free BBQ lunch, extended canteen hours, and a raffle full of exciting
rizes for students and staff d Yarra Hills Day was a perfect mix of fun,

ood, and school pride.

\ massive thank you to all the students, staff, and families who brought the
ay to life & from hosting stalls, running activities, organising logistics,
donating prizes, or simply showing up with enthusiasm.
Events | ike these dondt happeé

ring on Yarra Hills Day 2026!




